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bTEACHER IN MOLESTATION CASE #2

Teen denies
t l 'accusauons

making up

Bv CsoNc CHrs KrNr

A STUDENT who has ac-
cused his former primarv
school teacher of niolestin!
him burst into tears during
cross examination vesterdav.

Respondins to- questions
from the defeice lawver. the
teenager denied that"he' had
fabricated the accusations be-
cause he was upset at not be-
ing chosen for i school sports
team in 2003.

The 38-vear-old teacher
has been chdrgdd with molest-
ing the student . twice three
years ago - once in school and
another time in his home.

A third charge accuses the
bachelor of masturbating in
front of the student, who is
now 15.

Defence lawyer Suppiah
Thangaveloo's cross-examina-
tion centred around an e-mail
that the bov wrote to the
teacher last year, expressing
anger because the accused did
noT nominate him to be a
member  o f  a  comb ined
schools sports team."I didn't.move on with mv
life. I feel miserable about this
incident. but hooefullv not for
the rest of mv hle...I'rir looked
down upon ind not given at-
tention." he wrote.

"It's a grudge that has been
happenins since I was in Pri-
mdrv 0. (That is) whv all these
yeafs I ilidn't itran"ge much,
whv I am anti-social around
evervone."

There was no mention of
the alleged sexual abuse - but
Mr Thangaveloo said that it is

clear that the bov bears a
grudge against thi: teacher,
who was also his godfather.

The teenager, testifying via
video-link. sat with his arms
folded across his chest - and
stoutlv reiected the lawver's
repealed 

-suggestions 
thdt he

had made up the whole story.
He adnii t ted. however.

that he was angry with the
teacher when he wrote him
the e-mail 'in Februarv' last
vear for "wrecking" his-life." 

Mr Thangaveloo asked:"You sounded so angrv and
were readv to sever-all ties
with him. Whv didn't vou add
on these allee'ations oI sexual
abuse?"

The youth replied: "Be-
cause I don't want to sav it.
Because I don't want to re-
member i t .  I  iust want to
leave it all behind."

In a postcard he sent the
teacher in September 2003 -
months after t-he alleged sexu-
al abuse took place - he was
full of praise and gratitude for
helpini him with his studies."I [hank you for lighting
my candle up, and inspiring
me. Thanks a lot." he wrote.

In a bid to. discredit the
teenager' 's accusations, Mt'
Thangiveloo asked him if he
could describe anv distinctive
features on his client's bodv.
or even the clothes he woi6
on the days of the alleged of-
fences.

The teenager was unable
to lemember either.

If convicted, the teacher
can be jailed for up to two
vears and caned.- 

The case continues todav.
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Teacher

stud0nt
Prosecuti o n rail eu. to |lirT$1f;i"r tA!+'T. il'::'l l:prove case against,,,fiEi,ffi"fi#.'ltt'fl-lxl
him, says judge u"by},;:tl3,Tbif;e 

iudge suid,

B" Et^^ C"t^" hl-",ifgrln Ne*her was rhere

A SCHOOLTEACHER was yes- tii* itid t ov's"account.
terday cleared of two charges Durine the trial, the boy lracl
of mblesting qn 11-year-olo clairned that in 2004, thcre was
boy and one ot perlomtng an an online'$SN chat between
indecent act in tront ol lllm loul himself and the teachel' .ln
vears ago' which he told the teacher lte' 

Aft""t an 11-day trial, Dis- *ui ***tortable with-the al-
trict Judge Jasvender Kaur ac- lesed acts. The teacher alleged-
quitted the 38-yeal-old man be- lv"apolop,ised and said lte would
iause the prosecutio.n had riot?o i lagain.
failed to prove its case beyono But thoueh the teachet',ots-
a reasona"ble doubt' closed his paiswold lor the,chat-

The teacher, represented by line, the brosecution did lot
Mr Suppiah Thangaveloo' was p'oduce evidence of this onllne
a c c u s e d o f m o l e s t i n g . t h e ; b o y i o n v e r s a t i o n . . � � � � � � � �
once in school and anolhellt]le The judge said she had grven
at his Sengkang home rn zuuJ' the pt'osecution every opportu-

He deiied 
-all 

the accusa" nitv to plove that the convel'sa-
ttotti* court heard rhat rhe ' 

ttttil?''f"gtf,r'3; 
,n"u rear.s o[

alleeed vict im, now 15, lwas lel ie{ alter the veldict was an-

one"of the teacher's 22.god- nounced arrd hugged two oI nls

Sons, whom he oltenlook.out go{sons, who were ln-coult
i;;r";i;, *t"ies and bowling. itbne'wiitt sevet'al of his friends'

He also bought expensive and two of his sistet's.
Dresents and organised celebra- suspcnded on hall-pay stnce 

'

iions and parties lor them' June llst year', he said he lusl
The delence had argued that wauted to get on w-lth nls llle'

th"-v"u"e bov bote i grudge i'It has becn a long t'oad' I , '

aeaiirst th; teichct, submitting arn happy that everytnlng' ls '

uts"Ui"utv 2005 e-mail lhe boy over'," lie"said' - . :
sent'as evidence. The plincipal oI the scnool

ln the e-mail, the boy said: "We respcct the court-s de-

blamed the teacher for pelsuad- cision and are happy wltn rne

ilf H"i"*'EHilT^:f3;T:'*l; 
"'fi*tlt;tu that the reacher,

ilitfi;;i' b. Hd said that cost who teaches physical education
iiil'ffi;H;Ce to becom"-Lttp iitgl and m-afhsl.had been with

i;pi;il of h's previous ccA iu"f:or'#l,:i"1f"T"t1,'3't"u.t,",
t"ufi; 

u,ro blamed the teachet' *iliT"idrJio"i"Ju*"itiiauti"t'foiitoinominating ttim to tbg raftti*'schogl, the plincipal.slid
;*bil;d *hool t6am in 2003 in a fax that the "Ministry'ol Eo-

;J6;"il;iking his life".- uiition will be rcplving in due

In her decision yesterday, course"'
the judge fo^und that the,.ac- ADDITIoNAL REp0RTlNc

ffi1f: 1'jf'"Pgfrr5"ttt \l,T; fii {b 
-ni it

l[*t iil,'"J".,ii tt",t#"titH':i#3i''1X'"wncom'sg' "
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Some parents find behaviour okay
f1 arents ard former studenls who
p testified on behalfof the teacher said

I they lound his behaviour acceptable.
One mother of a I l-year-old boy told the

court she would let her son share a bed with
the teacher, even with the door locked and
curtains drawn in t}te teacher's bedroom.

The mother, a 42-year-old housewife,
even described the teacher as a "oerfect

man",  when {he prosecut ion asked her to
list his flaws, if any.

Her son, who is a godson of the teacher,
has never stayed over at the teacher's place
though.

She was one of several defence witnesses
who painted a positive picture of the
accused as an inspiring and caring teacher.

And they had no qualms with the
teacher's practices of adopting godsons,
sharing bed, hugging and kissing them and
giving them expensive gifts.

This included another mother, who said
she was grateftil that the teacher had offered
to be a godpa to her son, Paul (not his real
nameJ.

She said she agreed because she felt Pau-l
would benefit from his guidance.

Parrl, 21, who is now a custoner serylce
officer, also testified for the tcacher.

Under the teacher's influence, the mother
said, her son changed from an aimless,
disobedient and mischievous boy into a
yo_ung man with drive and consideration for
otners.

Her Uust in the teacher meant that she
had no objection to Paul staying ovemight
or sharing the bed with him.

The teacher's godsons also testified and
elaborated on the godpa-godson
relationship, the bed-sharing and the hug
and kisses.

One of them was his godson Mark (not
his real name), who said he recalled many
fond memories with the teacher, including
the sleepovers.

Said Mark, 20, who just completed his
national service: "Our teacher would always
offer to sleep on the mattress, but me and
my good friend were never comfortable with
the idea.

"So either of us would sleep on the floor
instead."

Mark, who became a godson in 1997, said
hugs ald kisses on the cheeks were
commonly used as forms of greetings
betvveen him and his godpa.

Another godson Luke (not his real name),
18, said he received rnany expensive gifts
from the teacher.

Most were given on his birthday and
some simply to rnotivate him to study hald,
said Luke, who has just completed his A
Levels.

But Luke sa.id while he feels grateful for
the gifts, they were not the reason why he
agreed to be a witness for his teacher.

Matthew (not his real name) was another
godson who testified in court.

The l8-year-old, who completed his A
Levels recently too, said he agreed to be a
godson in 1999 because he "felt very
privileged to be loved by someone who
really cared a lot for him and taught him
lots of values".

Madam Chong, who works in
helpdesk support, said: "I want to
remind them of the acceotable
behaviour with their teachers."

Dr Clarice Hong, a child psychiarrisl
at Raffles HospitafCounsetling Centre,
said it is higny improper for teachers
to share beds with their students.

She said: "Ifthe child is veryyoung,
he may not be clear on what is
acceptable physical intimacy and think
that it is okav to sleeo on the same bed
with a stranSier, or someone who is not
his blood relative."

The onus, therefore, lies on the
teacher to draw the line, said Dr Hong.

Dr Calvin Fones, consultanr
psychiauist, said a teacher hugging
and kissing young boys on the cheeks
may make them feel uncomfortable
and their personal space invaded.

That is especially if the boys have
reached an age where they are aware
of sexuality issues.

'Prosecution failed to prove case'
AFTER an ll-day trial which
began last November, the
teacher was acquitted on
Wednesday of molesting his
former student twice and
masturbating in front of the
boy in 2003.

The alleged victim, who
cannot be named because he is
a minor, was a godson.

He was turning 12 in
Primary 6 in 2003.

The allegations surfaced in
August 2004 after the boy

confided in a former
schoolmate, also a godson.

The schoolmate told his
secondary school principal,
who then lodged a police
report in August 2004.

In court the teacher
admitted that he had adonted
22 students as godsons since
he became a teacher in 1993.

He would buy them
expensive gilts, such as a $100
sports bag or $190 handphone
to motivate them to study hard
and be better behaved.

He aiso said he would
fiequently hug and kiss them
in school as a form of greeting.

And lastly, that he would
share his bed with his godsons
when they stayed over at his
place, sometimes alone or in
groups, so that they could
sleep more comfortably.

District Judge Jasvender
Kaur said the prosecution has
failed to prove its case beyond
a reasonable doubt and that
there is not enough evidence
to support the boy's testimony.


