
ISLAMIC WILL (Arabic: Wosiyyahi Malay:
Wosiot) and Estate Planning are not widely
practised by Muslims today. This trend is due
to the rat ionale that  a wi l l  is  unnecessary
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Musl ims are encouraged to make a Wi l l .

I t  is  s tated in  Al -Baqarah (02:180-182),
" l t  is  prescr ibed,  when death approaches
any of  you,  i f  he leaves any goods,  that  he
make a bequest to parents and next-of-
k in,  according to reasonable usage;  th is  is
due f rom those who fear  Al lah.  I f  anyone
changes the bequest  af ter  hear ing i t ,  the
gui l tshal l  be on those who make the change,
for  Al lah hears and knows (a l l  th ings) .  But
i f  anyone fears par t ia l ly  or  wrongdoing on
the part of the testator, and make peace
between (parties concerned), there is no
wrong in h im;  for  Al lah is  Of t -Forgiv ing,
Most Merciful."

Upon death of  a Musl im ( in  Singapore) ,
the Svar iah Cnrrr t  issues the Inher i tance
Certificate (SijilWsrisan), which reflects the
fractions of the deceased's assets allocated
for the heir/s according to faraidh.

The framework for faraidh is set in the
Ouran under An-Nisa (The Women) (04:07,
11 12. l  and in ihe Hadi fh of  Sahih lV lus l im
(Book 11,  Ki tab Al -Faraidh) .
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APPLYING FARAIDH TO CONVERT'S
ASSETS
For Musl im Converts ,  thei r  non-Musl im
blood re lat ions are excluded as legal
beneficiaries under the Syariah Law.

Usama bin Zaid (RA) repor ted that  Prophet
Muhammad (SAW) said,  "A Musl im is  not
ent i t led to inher i t  f rom a non-Musl im,  and
a non-Musl im is  not  ent i t led to inher i t  f rom
a  Mus l im"  (Sah ih  Mus l im ,  11 :01 :3928 ) .

David is  a Musl im Convert  who embraced
ls lam a year  ago.  Divorced for  about  4
years,  he now has a 10-year-o ld son,  Alex,
f rom his  marr iage wi th a non-Musl im.
Now, David has marr ied a Musl im and
from th is  marr iage,  he is  b lessed wi th a
daughter .  He is  a lso responsib ly  prov id ing
for  Alex,  who is  under the care of  h is
non-Musl im ex-wi fe.  David hopes to send
Alex to the univers i ty  in  the future .and

wishes to prov ide for  h is  son in the event
of  h is  death.

A lex ,  be ing  a  non -Mus l im ,  i s  unab le
to inher i t  f rom David as a benef ic iary
un less  an  l s l am ic  W i l l  i s  made  to  p rov ide
for  Alex,  f rom { the maximum of)  1/3 of
Dav id ' asse ts .

I t .  is  prudent  for  every Musl i ,m fami ly
to  make  an  l s l am ic  W i l l  upon  p lann ing
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a  Mus l im  to  l eave  up  to  1 /3  o f  t he i r
es ta te  t o  non -Mus l ims  o r  any  non -
benef ic iar ies (by fara idh)  in  thei r  ls lamic
Wi l l  {www.syar iahcourt .gov.sg,  Faraidh
FAO, point  14) .

Some methods to apport ion a Musl im's
weal th:

. Hiboh'. A gift during one's l i fetime
r Matrimonial Asset Share (Malay: Horto

Sepencarion): By customary law, it is a
claim on (up to 50o/o of) the deceased's
tota l  assets hv the snorrse

r  ls lamic Trust  ( l r revocable) :  The personal
and/or  business assets held in  ls lamic
Trust to benefit specific beneficiaries

r  ls lamic Wi l l :  The appointment  of  the
Executor to the Estate assists to avoid
disputes amongst  fami ly  members and
expedi te the smooth Probate process

To f ind out  more about  making ls lamic Wi l ls
and Trusts whi le  p lanning your  estate,  come
to the ta lks held by Highl i fe  Planning wi th
Thanga & Co at  Darul  Arqam Singapore.
Kindly refer to the Association's ln-House
Bulletin and flyers for the specific dates of
these talks. rm


